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Thank You to Our Sponsors 

and Partners!



What is the Gladiator Welding 

Program?

The Gladiator Welding Program is a free welding pre-apprenticeship program 

offered to residents of Southwest Fresno. Students get 5 months of hands on 

training and the opportunity to gain their AWS certification as part of the class.



Meet Our Instructors

Greg Barragan
Lead Instructor

Greg is one of the top welding 

instructors in the State of CA. 

He has received numerous 

awards, including being 

honored as the Employee of 

the Month by the Fresno 

County Office of Education.

Hector Gomez
Instructor

Hector is a former student of 

Mr. Barragan and assists with 

instruction and documentation 

of instruction activities.



Our Facility

Class is held at the Washington Union High School welding 

lab. Washington Union has been an incredible partner for 

the Gladiator Welding Program, and we sincerely thank 

them for allowing us to use their facilities.



Meet Our Completers in Cohort #1

Each completer received their AWS certification as part 

of the program, a student profile and help creating a 

resume.



Student 

Profile
These profiles 

are provided to 

employers that 

partner with 

the program.



Employer 

Partners
SCCCD & VOICE have worked 

together to establish relationships with 

employers that hire welders in the 

Fresno area. These partners play a 

critical role in job placement efforts for 

completers of the program.

Students visit Steel Structures Inc. in 

Madera and take mock job interview 

welding test

Students visit PB Loader in Fresno 

for a tour of their facility

Students visit Excelsior Metals in 

Fresno for a tour of their facility



Completion Ceremony

The completion of Cohort #1 was commemorated recently 

through a completion ceremony celebrating the 

accomplishments of our students. The ceremony was 

attended by the students and their families, as well as 

Mayor Jerry Dyer and other public officials.



AWS Certifications

Through our partnership with 

Mr. Steve Rivera, a Certified 

Welding Inspector, we are 

able to offer our students the 

opportunity to receive their 

AWS Certification, which is 

paid for as part of the 

program. Every single 

student in cohort #1 received 

their certification. Several 

students received multiple 

certifications



Additional Partners

The Gladiator Welding Program recently began a partnership with Career Nexus and 

the San Joaquin Valley Manufacturing Alliance, who provides soft skills training and 

paid internships to our completers. This partnership will help us provide necessary 

services to our students to ensure their success in the program and help build the 

employer relationships we need to be successful.

Additionally, the West Fresno Family Resource Center provides with onboarding and 

needs assessment services for our students.



What’s Next?

• Cohort #2 begins next week (first week of April 2022)

• Build program sustainability

• Building additional partnerships with the community, 

employers and sponsors

• Continuing to build organizational capacity for VOICE



How to Connect

• Social Media
• Facebook: @GladiatorWelding

• Twitter: @Gladiator_Weld

• Instagram: @gladiator.welding

• LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/gladiator-welding-program

• Website: gladiatorwelding.org 

• Email: Daniel.Griffith@scccd.edu

https://www.linkedin.com/company/gladiator-welding-program
https://gladiatorwelding.org/
mailto:Daniel.Griffith@scccd.edu

