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Southwest Fresno Health Inequities

SW Fresno City of Fresno Fresno County California
Adults Obesity Rate 31.8% 28.5% 29.2% 24.8%
Adults Not Insured 27.1% 22.3% N/A N/A
Children Living in Poverty 54.0% 38.1% 35.0% 20.9%
(<18)
Adults Who Did Not Graduate 43.7% 24.7% 26.3% 18.7%
from High School or Receive a
GED
Adults who are Food Insecure 21% N/A 14.7% 8.4%

Sources: Southwest Fresno Specific Plan, May 2017, Advancing Health Equity and Inclusive Growth in Fresno County, PolicyLink Report

*Adults ages from 18 to 64



https://www.fresno.gov/darm/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2016/10/SouthwestFresnoBookPublicReviewDraft051017red.pdf
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Sources: The California Healthy Places Index, CDPH



PROJECT AIM
Building a Community Health Hub along EIm Avenue will not only address inequities, high rates of obesity, diabetes,
food insecurity, unemployment, people experiencing homelessness and lack of access to healthcare and public
transportation, but also help implement a community revitalization strategy for the area crafted by engaged residents
and adopted by the City of Fresno to create momentum for transformation in SW Fresno.

PROJECT COMPONENTS

e Rehabilitate a 6,800 sq. ft. warehouse to establish a Food Hub to receive, sort, store, and redistribute millions
of pounds of healthy food rescued by Food to Share (a Fresno Metro Ministry program)

e Buy and build on land adjoining the St. Rest campus as a community hub and activity center with a health
clinic, community kitchen, co-op grocery store, community center, behavioral health services, workforce
readiness and training, civic infrastructure and community development offices, child care, green spaces,
community plaza, gardens, affordable housing, allied businesses, banking, adult and youth educations, arts and
culture center and new jobs.

e Develop a Fresno County Food Policy Council to support equitable food systems



Fresno is ranked as the 3rd worst food hardship MSA is the U.S., despite Fresno being the central city in the
most robust food producing region of the world.

Southwest Fresno Community, a predominant food desert area of Fresno in terms of the percentage of the
population that is both low-income and lives over a 1/2 mile away from a grocery store.

The community has over 30,000 residents is historically a high concentrated poverty, high pollution
burdened, disinvested and neglected part of the city of Fresno, 70% populated by people of color.

Southwest Fresno Community is also a place of amazing people with gifts, skills, knowledge, and passions, an
asset-based place with a talent pool of resident leadership, ready now to organize with unifying themes,
resources and relationships to finally change the trajectory of the whole community toward racially inclusive
opportunities, healing, and broad-based regenerative health and prosperity.

*Food Hardship: experiencing a time within the past 12 months when you did not have enough money to buy food that you or your family needed



Fresno County Community Health Needs Assessment 2019 Priorities

Public transportation
Economic opportunities
Healthcare services
Air pollution
Parks and safe public spaces
Access to healthy foods
Community engagement
Affordable quality housing
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St. Rest + Food to Share Hub
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Fresno is poised to advance equity, alleviate poverty,
and improve health, by partnering to design a
Community Health Hub in Southwest Fresno that is
anchored by the St. Rest + Food to Share Hub and the
completed St. Rest Church campus.



