
Thursday, March 25th

2:00 pM-3:00 pM

Transform Fresno Presents 



What is Fresno4Biz?

· Erik Cherkaski-Fresno Regional Workforce Development Board

Start up Support

· Rich Mostert-Valley Community Small Business Development Center-Clovis Community 
College

· Sandra Vidrio-Fresno Area Hispanic Foundation

· Victor Bribiesca-Small Business Administration

Expansion/Retention Support

· Juan Carranza-Fresno Regional Workforce Development Board

· Curtis Williamson -Fresno County Economic Development Corporation

· Glen Roberts & Bernadette Rojas-U.S. Commercial Service



Our Mission
WWW.FRESNO4BIZ.COMis an online referral system composed 
of 12 members. We provide a mix of business resources and offer an 
integrated service delivery system that connects businesses to all 
services from start-up, retention, expansion and retraction.

GOALS: 

1. Reduce barriers for business growth and provide recommended 
solutions.

2. Align partner resources with collaborative efforts to integrate 
them into a holistic business services product offering.

http://www.fresno4biz.com/








·Once submitted, referral goes to Fresno Workforce 
$ÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ "ÏÁÒÄȭÓ "ÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ #ÅÎÔÅÒ 

·We reach out to business to determine best member to 
refer to

·Within 48 hour period, business will be connected to 
member(s) with appropriate resources they need. 



Partner Services-From Start Up to Expansion 
(and everything in between)

Start up Support

· Rich Mostert-Valley Community Small Business Development Center-Clovis 
Community College

· Sandra Vidrio-Fresno Area Hispanic Foundation

· Victor Bribiesca-Small Business Administration

Expansion/Retention Support

· Juan Carranza-Fresno Regional Workforce Development Board

· Curtis Williamson -Fresno County Economic Development Corporation

· Glen Roberts & Bernadette Rojas-U.S. Commercial Service



Valley Community SBDC
· Provides no-cost, confidential business counseling to entrepreneurs 

and small businesses.
· Offers no and low-cost training to help start, manage and grow your 

business.
· Covers Fresno, Madera, Tulare and Kings Counties.
· How to get the help you need: 

Valleycommunitysbdc .com/get started

Rich Mostert, Director
Valley Community SBDC

Richard.Mostert@cloviscollege.edu

mailto:Richard.Mostert@cloviscollege.edu


Sandra Vidrio
Bus iness Deve lopment O f f i ce r
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History

In 2004, a group of local  business 
owners saw the need to come together 
to form an entity that would serve as a 
resource center for English and 
Spanish-speaking business 
entrepreneurs.  

Founded in  2004
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Who do we Serve?

ÅStart-up Businesses
ÅYoung Innovators
ÅITIN Entrepreneurs
ÅRural Businesses
ÅWomen Entrepreneurs
ÅCOVID-19 Impacted and Reopening
ÅCredit Rebuild/Establish
ÅConsumers

Geography: San Joaquin Valley 
Region
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VIRTUAL TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE

× We help entrepreneurs develop
business skills and connect them to
businessresourcesthrough one-on-one
technical assistanceto help them start
or expanda businessand becomeself-
sufficient

1444 Fulton Street, Fresno, CA 93721

559-222-8705

www.fresnoahf.org

WEEKLY WEBINARS

× Through virtual educational 
workshops, we educate and train 
entrepreneurs in areas such as 
business plan development, legal, 
marketing, and finances, among other 
areas.

CDFI PROGRAM

× Our microloan program provides 
financing to small businesses and we 
assist with the loan application process. 
In addition, we help identify other 
financial resources to start or expand 
small businesses. 

@FresnoAHF

FRESNO AREA HISPANIC FOUNDATION
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CA Relief Grant Program ςRound 5 Starts March 25th

CURBSIDE SCANNING ςDowntown Business Hub
1444 Fulton Street, Fresno, CA 93721

By appointment (same day appointments available)
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ÅJumpstart Loan ɀup to $5,000

ÅConsumer Loan ɀup to $10,000

ÅExpress Loan ɀup to $15,000

ÅYoungpreneurɀup to $25,000

ÅWomanpreneur ɀup to $50,000

ÅCoalinga Revolving Loan Fund ɀup to 
$75,000

Loan Programs
S PEC I A L  LOA N  PRO G R A M S



Full-Circle Services
S M A L L  B U S I N E S S  A S S I S TA N C E

· Pre and Post loan technical assistance

· Identify loan amount and eligibility

· Assist with required documentation

· Complete the loan package

· Additional services (legal, bookkeeping, 
merchant services, marketing, website)
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Fresno Area Hispanic Foundation
1444 Fulton Street, Fresno, CA 93721
559-222-8705
www.fresnoahf.org

@FresnoAHF

FAHF Team



Small Business Administration

Victor Bribiesca , Economic Development Specialist

U.S. Small Business Administration

Victor.bribiesca@sba.gov

(559) 512 2717

www.sba.gov

mailto:Victor.bribiesca@sba.gov
http://www.sba.gov/














Fresno County Economic Development 

Corporation:

BUSINESS EXPANSION & RETENTION

ǒ Place based economic 

development to support 

existing local businesses

ǒ Connect businesses to 

multiple incentives for:

ƺ Workforce

ƺ Financing

ƺ ADA Compliance

ƺ Fee Reductions

ƺ Import/Export of products

ƺ Tax Credits

ƺ Energy Savings

ǒ Assist growing companies 

with expansion needs 



March 25, 2021, Transform Fresno, Fresno, 
California



U.S. Department of Commerce | International Trade Administration | U.S. Commercial Service 

WHY EXPORTS MATTER



More than 70% of the worldõs purchasing power is outside of the U.S.

U.S. Department of Commerce | International Trade Administration | U.S. Commercial Service 



And competitors are increasing their global market shareé

U.S. Department of Commerce | International Trade Administration | U.S. Commercial Service 



And opportunities are increasing due to your web presenceé

U.S. Department of Commerce | International Trade Administration | U.S. Commercial Service 



While you are trying to grow your business 

domestically, your prospective buyers in a foreign 

country discover your offerings.  

U.S. Department of Commerce | International Trade Administration | U.S. Commercial Service 



25% of our offices export successes come from 

ònew-to-exportó companies

U.S. Department of Commerce | International Trade Administration | U.S. Commercial Service 

We have helped many start ups 
with their first export.  

We have helped get new 
technologies permitted in foreign 
countries before obtaining 
approval in California.  Allows a 
firm to generate revenues and be 
able to show proof of commercial 
concept.  New to export firms have 

different decisions to make.  I.e. 
should I get a patent or be first to 
market?  

Who will provide support to my 
firm? How do we get paid?  



U.S. Department of Commerce | International Trade Administration | U.S. Commercial Service 

The U.S. Commercial Service 

works to FILL that space. 

Go ahead, ask me.



3ÏÕÒÃÅȡ 5Ȣ3Ȣ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ #ÏÍÍÅÒÃÅȭÓ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 4ÒÁÄÅ !ÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎȟ "ÕÒÅÁÕ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÅÎÓÕÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ "ÕÒÅÁÕ ÏÆ %ÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ !Îalysis

11.5M JOBS

SUPPORTED BY EXPORTS

U.S. Department of Commerce | International Trade Administration | U.S. Commercial Service 



Our efforts supported over 250,000 U.S. jobs in 2016.

Results for U.S. small businesses

U.S. Department of Commerce | International Trade Administration | U.S. Commercial Service 

After just 12 months, our clients seeé

$622,000 in new revenue

7% increase in new employment

3 jobs safeguarded



Results for local communities

For every $1 allocated to the 

U.S. Commercial Service, 

about $168 returns to  the 

U.S. Economy

U.S. Department of Commerce | International Trade Administration | U.S. Commercial Service 



Results for local communities

For every $1 allocated to the 

U.S. Commercial Service, 

about $200 returns to  the 

U.S. Economy

U.S. Department of Commerce | International Trade Administration | U.S. Commercial Service 



8.5% ARE LESS 

LIKELY TO GO OUT 

OF BUSINESS.

Source: U.S. Department of #ÏÍÍÅÒÃÅȭÓInternational Trade Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce | International Trade Administration | U.S. Commercial Service 

COMPANIES WHO 

EXPORT GROW 

FASTER. 



U.S. COMMERCIAL SERVICE OVERVIEW

U.S. Department of Commerce | International Trade Administration | U.S. Commercial Service 



Grow U.S. exports to increase U.S. jobs.

Our Mission

U.S. Department of Commerce | International Trade Administration | U.S. Commercial Service 



Wehelp our U.S. companies compete abroad.



We have global relationships and expertise in 

every major industry sector and in most major 

markets via our U.S. Embassies and Consulates.

U.S. Department of Commerce | International Trade Administration | U.S. Commercial Service 



Leverage the 

strength of the 

U.S. government

Market access problems

Unfair contract competition

Getting paid

Meetings with the right partners

U.S. Department of Commerce | International Trade Administration | U.S. Commercial Service 



Your local trade specialist can counsel you and 

connect you to resources across the globe .

U.S. Department of Commerce | International Trade Administration | U.S. Commercial Service 

80% of our 
time is 
spent 
counseling 
local 
clients



U.S. Department of Commerce | International Trade Administration | U.S. Commercial Service 

Supporting your 

export growth every 

step of the way.


